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would have been spared one of the most terrible thorns
in the side of his Administration; but fate ordained other-
wise, for when Cameron was taken into the Cabinet it
became necessary to provide a place for Dayton, and
Paris was chosen for that purpose.

The Cameron affair was the greatest embarrassment
that Lincoln had to deal with before his inauguration. It
was a fact of evil omen that David Davis, one of the dele-
gates of Illinois to the Chicago Convention, assuming to
speak by authority, made promises that Simon Cameron,
of Pennsylvania, and Caleb Smith, of Indiana, should
have places in the Cabinet if Lincoln were elected. In so
doing, Davis went counter to the only instructions he
had ever received from Lincoln on that subject. The day
before the nomination was made, the editor of the Spring-
field Journal arrived at the rooms of the Illinois delega-
tion with a copy of the Missouri Democrat, in which Lin-
coln had marked three passages and made some of his own
comments on the margin. Then he added, in words under-
scored: "Make no contracts that will bind me." Herndon
says that this paper was read aloud to Davis, Judd, Logan,
and himself. Davis then argued that Lincoln, being at
Springfield, could not judge of the necessities of the situa-
tion in Chicago, and, acting upon that view of the case, went
ahead with his negotiations with the men of Pennsylvania
and Indiana, and made the promises as above stated,1

Gideon Welles, in his book on Lincoln and Seward, says
there was but one member of the Cabinet appointed **on
the special urgent recommendation tod advice of Seward
tod his friends, but that gentleman was Soon, with
SeWard's approval, transferred to Hyperborean regions
in a way and for reasons never publicly made known/*
That man was Cameron.

1 Life of Lincoln, by Herndon-Weik, 2d edition, ni, 172,181.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